Asahel Porter (1752-1775), Noncombatant
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- s 8 Asahel Porter was one of the eight men killed “in the morning, when
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Asahel lived in Woburn and had relatives who lived in Lexington. Grandfather William Porter moved to the
area from Essex county, bought land in Woburn and Lexington in 1750 and died in 1755.>* Mary, the grieving
widow, quickly married John Bridge of Lexington. Asahel’s seven cousins in Lexington were courtesy of his
aunt Ginger (Porter) Merriam, wife of Benjamin Jr. In 1774, cousin William married Hannah Munroe.’

Asahel was born in Lebanon, Connecticut where his parents, Josiah and Sarah (Bradstreet) lived for a few
years before buying land in Woburn near Horn pond.®” One parcel of land bordered the land of Nathaniel
Brooks, and that might be how Asahel was introduced to a young woman, Abigail, daughter of Timothy
Brooks. At some point, Timothy moved his family to Salem.® But distance did not keep young hearts apart.

On October 131773, there were two marriages in Seabrook N.H: Abigail Brooks married Asahel Porter and her
sister Ruth married Josiah Richardson.” The Presbyterian minister recorded all four as living in Salem, Mass.
Perhaps Asahel was temporarily living with relatives or, for whatever reason, he fibbed about where he lived.
Be that as it may, ‘Asa’ Porter was assessed Woburn real estate taxes in 1774."°

By all accounts, Asahel wasn't carrying a musket the morning of April 19th 1775 and he might not have known
there was any reason to; in the dead of night he may have just happened to be out and about...east of
Lexington...and in the path of the redcoats. In 1843, Stoneham historian Silas Dean claimed Asahel was in
company with Josiah Richardson that night." Later stories claim the two were travelling to the markets in
Boston."” Some of these nineteenth century stories claim the two were captured and subsequently released,
with variations on the theme that Asahel, conspicuous by running, was therefore shot.

Eyewitness battle participants didn’'t mention Richardson and didn’t maintain that Asahel was a released
prisoner. John Munroe in 1824 swore that Asahel was a prisoner of the British who “attempted to make his
escape, and was shot within a few rods of the common.” Amos Lock’s recollection was somewhat more
visceral: “Under the cover of a wall, about twenty rods distant from the common, where the British then were,
we found Asahel Porter, of Woburn, shot through the body.”**

In Woburn two days after the battle, Asahel Porter”s body was
“attended to the grave by a multitude of persons who assembled
on the occasion.” The Reverend Josiah Sherman delivered “a very
suitable sermon and prayer.”” Perhaps at the graveside, Abigail
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Porter rocked Asahel’s infant namesake son in her arms.

Abigail remarried and had a family with Ephraim Pierce in the neighboring town of Stoneham."” Asahel Jr.
became a shoemaker, married Betsey Atwell of Lynn, and lived in Reading near his mother. With Betsey, he
was the father of nine children. After his step-father died, he was also guardian to three younger half siblings.
He died of a fever in 1819 at the age of 43."”"® Asahel Porter’s descendants are now widely dispersed.
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And there were three sons of Zeruiah there, Joab, and Abishai, and Asabel. And Asabel was as light on
foot as a wild roe. 2 Samuel 2:18

Abner with the hinder end of the spear smote him under the fifth rib, that the spear came out bebhind hin:
and he fell down there, and died in his place. And as many as came to the place where Asabel fell down and
died, stood still. 2 Samuel 2:23
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