Jacob Bacon (1737/8-1776): Wounded at Lexington

The farms owned by the Bacon family were located where the northernmost corner of current day Lexington
meets the towns of Bedford and Burlington. Patriarch Nathaniel Bacon Jr and his wife, Abigail (Robinson) %, lived
in Lexington and had four children, Nathanial Ill (b1735), Jacob (b1738), Oliver (b1740) and Ruth (b1746). The
oldest, Nathanial lll died in 1750 when Jacob was just 12 years old. Oliver Bacon and Ruth Gleason lived near each
other in Bedford and Jacob Bacon lived in Woburn Precinct (today’s Burlington).? He was born at Lexington on
March 14, 1737 (1738 if counting by the ‘new’ calendar of 1752).2 The Bacon family was long established in these
towns.*

In 1766 Jacob Bacon was a man in the prime of life who had just bought 20 acres of Woburn land from his father.®
When the Woburn constable came knocking to perform the ritual “warning out,” Jacob likely assured him that he
wouldn’t be a burden to the town.® From then on, he was on the tax rolls.”

In 1768 he married Katherine Davis of Bedford. Daughters Mary (Molly) and Katherine soon followed in 1769. Son
Jacob Jr. came along in 1772.8 When Jacob’s father, Nathaniel died in 1773, Jacob inherited an orchard in Lexington
and some woodland in Bedford.® The farm was still rather modest, but lucky him, he was now responsible for
paying taxes in three different towns.*

Where or when Jacob got wind of the April 19 alarm is unknown (perhaps Lexington neighbors alerted him), but
he was on Lexington common when the British Redcoats attacked. He owned a musket and sword and may have
been armed with both.!* The ‘Bloody Butchery’ Broadside, published soon afterward, included him among the
wounded of Woburn.?? The Reverend Jonas Clark of Lexington specified that “Jacob Bacon of Woburn” was
wounded “in the morning, when hostilities first commenced.”®® The wound, perhaps severe enough to disable
him, prompted Jacob to petition the Massachusetts government “praying consideration and allowances.”** He
was paid “the sum of Seven pounds, nine shillings, in full for his Nursing, Doctering &c.” 3° Unfortunately the
petition itself which may have detailed the extent of Jacob Bacon’s wounds on April 19, 1775 could not be found
at the Massachusetts archives as many of the early petitions from Lexington and Concord men have been lost.

Further trouble visited the family in the late summer of 1775. The local minister, on returning to his parsonage
from a trip to Bedford, “called and prayed with Bacon’s family, very sick.” Little Jacob, three and one half years
old, died nine days later.'>®

In the fall of 1776, Jacob Bacon “was put into Concord Jail, for abusing his wife.”” The details about the case are
not known, for there was no trial for the accused man. On November 7th, 1776, Rev. Marrett, the same minister
who prayed with the family the year before, wrote that Jacob Bacon “this day made way with himself.”!8 As this
was a jail death, there was a coroner’s inquest and that jury concluded that Jacob “in a delirium, put an end to his
life.”X® The mention of delirium meant that this, in a legal sense, was not a criminal suicide, and thus the family
would not be impeded in their inheritance.?° The coldest of comforts.

The family, already suffering, was left to pick up the pieces. Katherine’s mother-in-law, Abigail, lived with the
family.?* Jacob’s brother Oliver and brother-in-law Jonas Gleason administered the, thankfully, solvent estate.
There were the usual debts to relatives and neighbors to pay off, the usual estate expenses. Nothing extraordinary,
except one that must have been a bitter one to pay: £ 1 pound, 5 shillings, and 9 pence to Ephraim Jones. Bitter

not because of the man himself, no, but for his profession, the Concord jailor.2>
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Katherine later remarried, Samson Adams of Lexington and in 1784, she gave birth to Zebediah Adams. Samson
died the following year.?* In 1790, the first U.S. census shows Katherine Adams and her three children living alone
in a Lexington household.? In 1794, Jacob and Katherine’s younger daughter married, started a family and moved
away.?®?” Jacob’s wife, twice a widow, died in Lexington in 1829.%8

The various men who one morning stood on Lexington common thereafter led diverse lives. Jacob Bacon’s life
came to a bad end, the honor he attained on April 19th forgotten amidst his ignominy.
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